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FORM 2 STRAND 8.1: KNOWLEDGE 

Sub – strand 8.1.1 DRAWING AND PAINTING  

Design: a design is an arrangement, a way of organizing something. In arts and crafts, even though we use many different materials, the visual appearance 

(that is what our eyes sees and our brain decodes) can be reduced to 7 elements of design.  

Elements of design. These are the basic tools used to create any style of design.  

There are 7 most important elements of design to consider when creating any visual of art whether it be for interior design, a logo, an advertisement, or 

web design. The basic elements of design are: 

1. Colour: Colour helps establish a mood for your composition. When light waves strike an object and reflect back to the optic nerve in a human’s 

eyes, the sensation they perceive is called colour.  

There are primary, secondary and tertiary colours as well as colour schemes that can be used when designing art. 

 

PRIMARY COLOURS are the base colours for all other colours.  

The primary colours are RED, YELLOW AND BLUE.  If you have red, yellow and blue paint then you should be able to make most other colours. Tints and 

tones of each colour can be made by adding black or adding white paint. 

SECONDARY COLOURS are made by mixing two primary colours.  

Red + Yellow = ORANGE 

Yellow + Blue = GREEN  

Blue + Red = PURPLE   

If you place the three primary and secondary colours in order of mixing then a basic colour wheel is formed.  

TERTIARY COLOURS are all the other colours in between primary and secondary colours. They are created by mixing a primary colour with a secondary 

colour or even by mixing two secondary colours together.  

Tertiary colours usually have a mixed name that indicates the colours used in mixing. The primary colour is usually noted first, for example. Yellow/Green is 

often called “Lime” and Blue/Green is known as “Turquois.” 
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Below is an example of colour wheel demonstrating primary, secondary and tertiary colours. The dark solid lines show primary colours. The lighter lines 

indicate secondary colours. All other colours are tertiary colours.  
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ACTIVITY 1  

Use paint in the three Primary colours to mix secondary and all other tertiary colours in this colour wheel. 
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